JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH
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This familiar carol was first published as a poem in the Christmas Eve 1816 issue of a newspaper the author
edited in Sheffield, England. The tune name celebrates the location of a prominent Presbyterian Church in

!
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London, sometimes called the “Presbyterian cathedral.”
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Though this text describes winter weather in England rather than in Palestine, the pos) s st S
surroundings as a means of making the Nativity more immediate and personal. The [ s 1

Gloucestershire village near the composer’s birthplace in Cheltenham.
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For You, O Lord, My Soul 89

in Stillness Waits
My Soul in Stillness Waits

88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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542 God Be with You Till We Meet Again
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After writing the first stanza of his “Christian Good-bye,” the author sent it to two composezs, one celebrated
and one unknown, to see how each would set it. This is the second person’s tune, which the author found

more effective and used for the hymn'’s first publication.
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God, Be the Love to

Search and Keep Me
O Christ, Surround Me
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This hymn is a 21st-century adaptation of the traditional Celtic prayer style known an a loric (1t

“armor” or “breastplate”). Many such petitions for God’s presence and protection wers Ievel i
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