THE CHURCH

[ Blest Be the Tie That Binds 307 God of Grace and God of Glory
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[ L eapress a pastor’s unwillingness to leave a beloved congregation, this hymn is frequently used as This stirring hymn used at the opening of Riverside Church in New York in 1930 was penned by its widely-
. clon ol Christian fellowship, especially at the conclusion of the Lord’s Supper. The tune is attributed known and influential pastor, and it has gained a firm place in English-language hymnals around the world.

I uential Swiss musican and publisher. The Welsh tune name honors the Rhondda Valley in Glamorganshire.
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TION AND STEWARDSHIP

> The Earth Belongs to God Alone
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food is grown on bor-rowed ho - ly land.
worn - out soil so land can be re - freshed.
plowed and sown, God gives the good it yields.
to re - store all land as sa - cred space.
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s text emerged from a study of the attention in Levitical laws to the well-being of the land, especially
ing for fallow periods, or “land sabbaths,” to preserve the soil. 2 Chronicles 36:21 even suggests that
ylonian exile may have resulted from abusing the land.
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DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending /716
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rise for - ev - e gra-cious do - nor of our days.
make us ser - vants fit to an - swer at your throne.
and re - claim - ing, serv-ing you by lov-ing  all

(uitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

T'his text on stewardship was one of about 450 submissions in a search for such hymns conducted by the
I lymn Society of America in 1961. These words are well grounded by their musical setting, an early
American shape note tune named for a Baptist church in Harris County, Georgia.

11 % 1; Robert L. Edwards, 1961, alt. BEACH SPRING
Rkl C85 Thi Cairmrd Larn TRAL0 haws lamee M Whad 1958 8.7.8.7.D




SENDING
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God Be with You Till We

Meet Again
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After writing the first stanza of his “Christian Good-bye,” the author sent it to two composers, one celebrated

and one unknown, to see how each would set

mare effective and used for the hymn's first publication.

it. This is the second person’s tune, which the author found

God, Be the Love to
Search and Keep Me

O Christ, Surround Me
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This hymn is a 21st-century adaptation of the traditional Celtic prayer sty e ki
“armor” or “breastplate”). Many such petitions for God's presance and vt b W
L1t this one is based on an example attributed to St. Patrick



